14. POPULAR MUSIC STYLES
One American writer said: “Without music life is a journey through a desert”. To my mind these words are the best to describe what role music plays in our life. Indeed, we cannot live a day without music. There is music everywhere: at home, in a concert hall, in parks, at the seaside and even in the forest (when you hear birds singing). People need music as much as they need air to breathe or food to eat.

 As you know “Tastes differ” and people of different ages prefer different types of music. Old people are fond of country or folk music, classical music or jazz. Such music is usually performed in concert halls. Those who like classical music go to symphony concerts and concerts of chamber music (камерная), piano and violin concerts or operas. I think classical music is serious and requires (требует) good understanding, and sometimes it may seem to be boring and dull.

Most young people prefer such kinds of music as rap, techno, disco, hip-hop and R&B. They buy a lot of CDs and records of their favourite performers. 

Music plays a great role in the life of young people. It often determines (определяет) their lifestyle and fashion. Teenagers try to imitate their favourite musicians (singers) in appearance, dress and haircut.  We know a lot of informal groups such as Hippies, Rockers, Punks, Goths, Ravers…All these groups have their own music, fashion and style; their own values and beliefs. Ravers, for example, who are fond of electronic dance music (rave), will never listen to rock music. People who prefer heavy metal are usually dressed in leather and wear decorations made of iron.


Fashions in music come and go, but fans will always be. Some singers and groups disappear from the musical world very quickly. Others (such as Depeche Mode, Pet Shop Boys, Spice Girls) have a “long-playing” life and are still known today. 

Nowadays the most popular groups in Russia are………………… .

As for me, I prefer Hip-Hop, R&B and club music. I have a lot of CDs and can listen to them day and night. They help me to relax. My favourite group (singer) is.………………………  I think he (she) is very talented.

In conclusion I’d like to say that each music style has its audience and true fans. I can’t imagine our life without music.

