15. SPORTS IN GREAT BRITAIN AND RUSSIA 

People in Britain are known to be great sports-lovers. Many of the games which are played all over the world have come from Britain. They are football, badminton, cricket, golf, tennis, rugby and darts. 

One of the most traditional (typical) British sports is cricket. This summer game appeared in the 16th century and is still played in schools, colleges, universities, in most towns and villages. Each team has 11 players. It is a very long and slow game - international cricket matches last for 5 days. But most British find it very exciting. 

The favourite winter game in Britain is football (or soccer). There are many amateur and professional soccer clubs all over the country. International matches and the Cup Finals take place at Wembley [wembli]. 

Rugby appeared in Britain in the 19th century. It is a kind of football in which the players can use their hands for carrying the ball. This violent game is played by teams of 15 players with an oval ball.

A lot of people in Britain play and watch tennis. There are a lot of tennis courts all over the country. Tennis tournaments at Wimbledon [wimbldәn] are known all over the world.

The British also like fox-hunting, shooting, fishing and all kinds of racing: horse-racing, motor car-racing, boat-racing, dog-racing. Thousands of people, including the members of the Royal family, are interested in the races and risk money on the horse which they think will win. The Derby [da:bi] is one of the most important sporting event in the world. 

As you can see sport plays a very important role in the life of British people.      

People in Russia don’t play cricket or rugby but they also pay much attention to sport. In every town there are a lot of stadiums, sports grounds, swimming pools, football fields and skating-rinks. So people have a wonderful opportunity to go in for running, body-building, swimming and skating.

In every Russian school pupils have their physical training lessons. After school they may go to different sports clubs and sections to play football, hockey, tennis, volleyball or basketball.

Professional sport is also very important in our country. Every year Russian sportsmen take part in different national and international tournaments and competitions and win a lot of gold, silver and bronze medals. 

I can’t say that I am a professional sportsman but I like playing football and basketball with my friends. And I am sure that sport is a very important part of our life.
