18. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Since ancient times Nature has served Man, being the source of his life. For thousands of years people lived in harmony with environment. But today our planet is in serious danger. We face such serious ecological problems as:

· Water pollution, air pollution, nuclear pollution;

· Acid rains and global warming;

· Overpopulation;

· Shortage of natural resources;

· Disappearance of plants and animals.

Millions of factories and plants pollute the air we breathe, the water we drink and the land we live in. This is the main reason for acid rains and global warming (the so-called greenhouse effect). 

People’s activities do a lot of harm to the forests. As a result some rare species of animals, birds, fish and plants lose their home and disappear forever. Lots of lakes, rivers and even seas are also on the brink of extinction (на грани исчезновения). For example, the Aral Sea, the Mediterranean, Lake Baikal, are in great danger.

Awful harm is also caused by nuclear tests, atom bombs and accidents on the atomic power stations. We all know the Chernobyl tragedy in April 1986 and its negative influence on the environment and people’s health.

Nowadays people all over the world must realize that it’s important to protect nature if we want to save life on the planet for the future generations, because as John Galsworthy said: “If you don’t think about the future you will not have it.”  

Everyone should remember that we are part of nature and only we can protect it. We can recycle glass, paper and litter. We can save gas, water, electricity and other natural resources. We mustn’t kill animals and birds. We mustn’t cut wild plants. On the contrary, we should plant new trees and plants, create parks for endangered species of birds and animals. To make air clean again we must use good filters at factories and plants, in cars and buses.

