20. STUDYING FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN RUSSIA
Studying foreign languages is becoming more and more popular in Russia. People have realized that knowing a foreign language gives them more opportunities in today’s society. 

Most people study English, and it’s not surprising, because English is a world language, spoken in over 100 countries by 1500 million people.

English has become the main language of tourism, books and newspapers, the world of computers and the Internet, seaports and airports, international conferences and great sport events (such as the Olympic Games or the World Championships). In other words, English has become one of the leading languages of the planet, the truly global language.

The knowledge of a foreign language is necessary for every educated person, for every good specialist who wants to remain up-to-date and dreams of an interesting and well-paid job. 

English helps those who use computers and navigate the Internet. For scientists from different countries a common language makes it possible to communicate over the Internet. 

Those people who know English can get education abroad or go on business trips, they have a wonderful opportunity to travel all over the world without an interpreter. They are free to choose when and what country to visit, because they can communicate with native speakers to get the necessary information.

Besides a good command of the English language allows people to get acquainted with the masterpieces of English literature in the original, to listen to popular songs and to watch foreign films. 

In conclusion I’d like to say that the study of foreign languages is very important for every modern man for both his professional and personal development. 

