4. WAYS OF EXPLORING THE WORLD
As you know, there are many different ways of exploring the world – meeting interesting people, visiting museums and theatres, reading books and newspapers, travelling, watching television and navigating the Internet. I suppose it is impossible to say which way of getting information is the best, all of them are very useful and important. So I’m going to speak about books, travelling TV and the Internet.

Books are considered to be the most traditional source of knowledge proved by time. A book is one of the greatest wonders of the world. It gives us an opportunity to look into the past and to imagine the future. Thanks to books, we can talk to people who lived in different ages and countries, to hear their voices, thoughts and feelings. Reading books we can find ourselves in different lands, countries, islands, seas and oceans. Together with the characters of the book we travel by ship in the stormy sea, climb high mountains or fly into space, and have lots of other adventures.

A book is a faithful friend. It forms our characters, the world outlook and helps to understand life better. Since early childhood fairy-tales and fables teach us to be kind and clever, hardworking, brave and honest, to understand other people. They teach us to see the beauty of nature and take care of it, to love our homeland. 

Another wonderful way of exploring the world (which became especially popular in the 20th century) is travelling. They say: “The world is a book and those people who do not travel read only a page”. I agree with these words. During our journeys we usually go on excursions, visit museums and art galleries. We take pictures of the main sights of the city (parks, squares, monuments, theatres and castles). So we get a lot of new information about the history and culture of the country, about the traditions and customs of different nationalities. We also have a chance to try their national food, to listen to their music and to learn some phrases in their language. Many people enjoy travelling, unfortunately not all of them can afford going abroad very often. 

Probably the cheapest and most available source of information for most people is television. We can hardly imagine our life without television. It keeps us informed about current events, allows us to follow the latest news, to listen to political discussions. Besides, television provides great opportunities for education as there are a lot of educational programmes on history, geography, culture and other subjects. With the help of TV we learn about the world of flora and fauna, learn foreign languages, we can also see the best ballet and opera performances. 

A brand-new way of getting information is the Internet. It is becoming more and more popular among the people of different ages. The Internet breaks the traditional frontiers; any person can get information from the libraries of Oxford, Cambridge or Washington without leaving his apartment. And this process takes just a few minutes.

