5. TRAVELLING ABOUT RUSSIA
Millions of people all over the world are fond of travelling. And there is nothing strange about it. It is really very interesting to see other countries and continents, modern cities and ancient towns.

They say, “The world is a book and those people who do not travel read only a page”. I agree with these words. During our journeys we usually go on excursions, visit museums and art galleries. We take pictures of the main sights of the city (parks, squares, monuments, theatres and castles). So we get a lot of new information about the history and culture of the country, about the traditions and customs of different nationalities. We also have a chance to try their national food, to listen to their music and to learn some phrases in their language.

Russia is a unique country, famous for its great historical and cultural heritage (наследие). That’s why millions of tourists from all over the world come to our country. 

First and foremost (в первую очередь) foreigners should get acquainted with Moscow, St. Petersburg and the towns of the “Golden Ring” (Suzdal, Yaroslavl, Vladimir) and admire their historical monuments, theatres and museums.

Moscow is the capital of Russia, its political, economic and cultural centre. It is one of the oldest and largest cities in the world. Moscow is one of the most beautiful cities in the world. It has a lot of places of interest. The heart of Moscow is Red Square. Here you can see such masterpieces of Russian architecture as the Kremlin, the Spasskaya Tower, the Bell Tower of Ivan the Great, the Palace of Congress and St. Basil’s Cathedral. There are many other beautiful palaces, cathedrals, churches and monuments in Moscow, which are worth seeing. The most famous museums are the Tretyakov Gallery and the Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts. The best known theatres are the Bolshoi, Maly and Art theatres.

Another wonderful city which attracts holiday-makers from all over the world is St. Petersburg – the Northern Venice. Its beautiful parks, gardens, fountains and the famous white nights can never be forgotten. St. Petersburg is a city of great beauty with ancient palaces, cathedrals, churches, gardens, historical and architectural monuments. I think I would recommend foreign tourists to visit the Winter Palace, the Hermitage, the Russian Museum, St. Isaac’s Cathedral, the Peter-and-Paul Fortress, the Admiralty building. It’s also possible to take a cruise by a small boat along the rivers and canals of the city, the Neva and the Finnish Gulf. 

I am sure that if foreign guests see all these places of interest in Russia, they will never be able to forget them and will want to come to Russia once again.

