6. GREAT BRITAIN AND THE BRITISH PEOPLE
Each country has got some peculiarities connected with its traditions and customs, weather and climate, historic buildings and outstanding personalities. So Egypt is generally associated with the Pyramids, Italy with the Coliseum, France with the Eiffel Tower. And naturally we often judge about the country by its capital. 

So what is Great Britain famous for? What are the symbols that distinguish it from other European countries? Frankly speaking, the first things that come to mind when thinking about Britain are smog, constant rains and Londoners wearing raincoats and carrying long umbrellas. The symbols of Great Britain are probably the Union Jack, Stonehenge, a double-decker bus, Big Ben and the Tower.

But the most characteristic feature of Great Britain, something really unique is the Royal Family. London is one of the few places in the world where you can meet a real Queen and visit a real royal palace. So I am going to tell you about the places connected with the Crown.

1) One of them is Buckingham Palace, the official residence of Queen Elizabeth II. In front of the palace you can see the ceremony of Changing of the Guard. 

2) Another symbol of Great Britain is the Tower of London. This building was founded by Julius Caesar and rebuilt by William the Conqueror in the 11th century. It was used as a fortress, a royal palace, an observatory, a prison, and even a zoo. Now it is a famous London museum of armour, the place where the Crown Jewels and other treasures are kept. There are always black ravens in the Tower of London. People believe that London will be rich while ravens live there. 

3) Westminster Abbey and the Palace of Westminster is a national shrine, the place where all English monarchs have been crowned for over 600 years. The Abbey also contains the memorials of Britain’s most famous scientists, writers, painters and poets. Newton, Darwin, Chaucer, Dickens, Kipling are among them. 

4) Across the road from Westminster Abbey is Westminster Palace or the Houses of Parliament. It used to be a royal residence, now it is the seat of the British Parliament. The clock-tower of the Houses of Parliament is famous for its big bell, known as Big Ben. It is the largest and most accurate clock of its size in the world.  

There are many other historical places in London, it is impossible to describe all of them. I am sure the best way to know Great Britain and its people is to visit it and to see everything with your own eyes.
