8. OUTSTANDING PERSONALITIES
Both Russia and Great Britain gave the world a lot of great writers, artists, musicians, philosophers, sportsmen and politicians. Undoubtedly Pushkin and Shakespeare are among them as they made an outstanding contribution to the world literature.
1) First, let me tell you about the father of Russian literature Alexander Sergeyevich Pushkin. He was born in Moscow in 1799 (on the 6th of June). 

At the age of 12 the future poet went to the Lyceum at Tsarskoye Selo and had a good education there. In 1820 he wrote his great poem “Ruslan and Ludmila” and became the country’s leading poet. His other famous works are the novel in verse “Eugene Onegin” and the drama “Boris Godunov”.
Pushkin died in 1837. In his short life he wrote over 700 lyric poems, dramas and short stories. His greatest works are poems “Poltava”, “The Bronze Horseman”, the drama “The Stone Guest”, prose pieces “Dubrovsky”, “The Captain’s Daughter” and others. He also made adaptations of Russian fairytales (for example “The Tale of Tsar Saltan”, “The Tale of the Fisherman and the Golden Fish”). In 1836 Pushkin founded a literary journal “The Sovremennik”.

Alexander Pushkin is considered to be one of the greatest Russian poets, the creator of the modern Russian literary and poetic language. 

2) William Shakespeare, the great English poet and dramatist, was born in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564. He got his education at a grammar school.

Since early childhood W. Shakespeare showed love for poetry and theatre. One day William decided to become an actor himself. And when he was 21 he joined a group of actors and went to London. In London Shakespeare began to act and to write plays and soon became a well-known playwright.

His greatest plays were written for The Globe theatre, the first professional theatre in London. Everybody knows such plays as 'Hamlet', 'Othello', 'King Lear', 'Romeo and Juliet'…They will always be interesting for people because they are about love and hate, life and death, friendship and treason.

In his life Shakespeare wrote 37 plays, 2 long poems, and a sonnet cycle of 155 small pieces. Shakespeare died in 1616 but his plays are still acted all over the world. It is the highest honour for any actor in the world to be invited to play in a comedy or a tragedy by Shakespeare. 

Undoubtedly Pushkin and Shakespeare are the two most outstanding personalities in the world literature. 

Other people who glorified our country are 

Lomonosov, the founder of the 1st Russian University;

Mendeleev who discovered the Periodic System of Elements;

The physiologist Ivan Pavlov, who was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1904

Konstantin Tsiolkovsky, the father of rocket flying

Among British outstanding personalities there is

Winston Churchill, a politician and Prime Minister of GB

Lord Gordon Byron, a great English poet and satirist

Lewis Carrol, the author of “Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland”

Conan Doyle, the creator of Sherlock Holmes

