VALENTINE SYMBOLS AND THE STORY OF CUPID

The ornaments that decorate valentines are symbols of love and friendship. Ornaments for early valentines were made by hand. Each had a special meaning. A fan meant "Open up your heart". A ribbon meant "You are tied up", or "You are my girl". Lace is the same on a valentine meant, "You have caught my heart in a net".

At valentine parties romantic symbols were sometimes hidden in a cake. Each guest got a slice and, if he was lucky, a symbol. The symbol told his fortune. Sometimes the symbols were put in gift packages instead. Rice meant a wedding. A ring meant a wedding too, or an engagement. A coin meant the person would marry someone wealthy. Sometimes a boy got a red mitten. "To get the mitten" meant his girl did not like him.



         
One of the most famous valentine symbols is Cupid with his bow and arrow. He goes back to Roman times. Here is a story the Romans told about him. Cupid was the son of a beautiful goddess, Venus. Wherever Venus went Cupid went too. He was a gay little god and he liked to see people happy. He went around shooting gold-tipped arrows into the hearts of humans. Then they fell in love. Venus, his mother, had a golden mirror. She looked into it every day. She saw the most beautiful face in the world. One day Cupid found his mother crying. "Alas", she said, "I have lost my golden mirror!" Cupid went in search of the mirror. He looked here and looked there, but he could not find it. Then he flew over a meadow where some sheep were grazing. Among the sheep stood a shepherd. As Cupid looked down, beams of light flashed up into his eyes. He saw that the light came from something in the shepherd's hand. The little god flew low over the shepherd and his flock. The sheep were startled by the sound of his wings. They began to bleat and run away. The shepherd looked up. Cupid saw his rough, bearded face. He saw, too, what the shepherd held in his hand. It was Venus' golden mirror. The little god was angry. He cried out, "You have dared to look at your ugly face in my beautiful mother's mirror!" He struck the mirror from the shepherd's hand. It fell to the ground and broke into hundreds of pieces. Plants with beautiful blossoms sprang up where the mirror had broken. Later the people called the flowers "Venus' Looking-Glass" (девичье зеркало).
