BABY

It was a beautiful spring day: the sun was shining, the sky was blue. In the centre of London a policeman cried. He saw a man with a big lion. They were walking down the street. “Hey, you!” he said. “What are you doing here with this lion? You can’t walk around the streets with a lion. Take it to the zoo!”


“OK, officer. I want to show Baby the town.” The man opened the door of his car and the lion jumped in. The car went away.


The next day the police officer saw the same man and the same lion again. “Hey, you!” he said. “Come over here! And bring that lion with you!”


The man took the lion to the police officer.


“What’s the problem, officer?”


“Problem? I told you yesterday to take the lion to the zoo!”


“Oh, I did, officer. I took Baby to the zoo. He enjoyed it very much. But today I am taking him to the swimming-pool!” 

Questions:
Where did the story happen?

Who saw a man with a lion?

What did the policeman tell the men to do?

Did the man take the lion to the zoo?

Now he was going to take the lion to the stadium, wasn’t he? 
ONE DAY AT THE ZOO


An American family: mother, father and their three sons were traveling in Great Britain. One day they came to the zoo. There were lots of different wild and domestic animals there: monkeys and giraffes, elephants and crocodiles, bears and wolves, horses and goats and many others. 


The boys were bad children. They did whatever they wanted: they ran and jumped, played noisy games and shouted. They gave lots of sweets to the monkeys. The man who took care of the monkeys said, “Don’t give sweets to the monkeys. It won’t do them good.”


“But we shall! We shall do whatever we please,” was the boys’ answer.


Then the boys told their father, “Well, Daddy, we like the zoo! Buy it for us!” Mr Waite came up to the man who worked at the zoo and asked, “How much is the zoo? I want to buy it for my children.”


“We can’t sell the zoo. But we can buy your children for the zoo!” was the man’s answer.

Questions:
In what country was the family traveling?

How many children were there in the family?

Where did they go one day?

What animals did they see at the zoo?

Did the man who worked at the zoo like the boys? Why?
WHY WAS SHE ANGRY?

A young man was in love with a beautiful girl. One day she said to him: “It is my birthday tomorrow.” “Oh,” said the young man, “I’ll send you roses, one for each year of your life.”


The same evening he went to a florist’s. As he knew that the girl was twenty-two years old, he paid for twenty-two roses and asked the florist to send them to the girl the next day.


The florist knew the young man very well as he had often bought flowers in his shop before. When the young man left the shop, the florist thought: “This young man is a very good customer. I think that my price was too high. I’ll send ten more roses to his girl.”


He did so. The next morning thirty-two roses were sent to the girl. When the young man came to see her she didn’t want to speak to him. And he never knew why she was so angry with him.
Questions:
What flowers did the man want to buy for his girl-friend?

How many flowers did he buy? Why?

The florist knew the young man very well, didn’t he?

Why was the man a good customer?

Why was the girl angry when she got the roses?

A POOR TOURIST

A Frenchman who was in England wanted to go back to France by sea. But he had very little money. He had so little money he could pay only for the ticket. As he knew that the trip would last only two days, he decided not to eat during these days.


As he took a ticket and got on the ship the next morning, he tried not to hear the bell for breakfast. When dinner time came, he was very hungry, but he didn’t go to the dining room. In the evening he was still more hungry, but when the waiter came to invite him to have supper, the Frenchman said he was ill.


The next day the Frenchman was half-dead from hunger. “I shall go and eat even if they kick me out into the sea,” said he to himself. So he went to the ship dining room and had his dinner. In the evening he had supper but was very much afraid of his future because he didn’t pay for the meals. At last he addressed the waiter and said, “Bring me the bill, please.” - “What bill?” asked the waiter. - “For the supper and dinner I had in your dining-room.” – “Don’t worry, sir. You paid for your meals when you bought the ticket.” 
Questions:

How did the man go back to France?

He decided not to eat because he was on a diet, did he?

Was he hungry during the voyage?

Did he have to pay for the meals?

Do you think the story is teaching? 

THE KING AND THE PAINTER

There was a king who thought that he could paint very well. His pictures were bad, but the people to whom he showed them were afraid of the king. They all said that they liked his pictures very much.


One day the king showed his pictures to a great painter, who lived in his country and asked, “I want to know what you think of my pictures. Do you like them? Am I a good painter?”


The painter looked at the king’s pictures and said, “My King, I think that your pictures are bad, and that you will never be a good painter.” The king was very angry and sent the painter to prison.

 After two years the king wanted to see the painter again. “I was angry with you,” he said, “because you did not like my pictures. Now forget all about it. You are a free man again, and I am your friend.” For many hours the king talked with the painter, and even asked him for dinner. After dinner the king showed his pictures to the painter and asked, “Well, how do you like them now?”

The painter did not answer anything. He turned to the soldier, who was standing near him and said, “Take me back to prison”.
Questions:

Did the king paint well?

Why did the people say they liked the pictures?

What did the great painter think about the king’s pictures?

How much time did the painter spend in prison?

Who asked him for dinner?

A FORGETFUL TOURIST

Once a tourist arrived in Paris. It was his first visit there. When he arrived at the railway station, he at once asked the porter to show him the way to the nearest post office. There he sent a telegram to his wife in which he informed her that he had arrived safely. In this telegram he told her the address of the hotel where he intended to stay.


Then he went direct to the hotel, left his luggage there and went for a walk. As it was his first visit to the French capital, he was very much interested to see the streets, museums and shops of this beautiful city, and spent the greater part of the day there.


Then he realized he had forgotten the address of the hotel. Who could help the poor man? Suddenly he remembered the telegram, which he had sent to his wife on his arrival. She knew his address and could help him.


So at night his wife received this extraordinary telegram: “Please send me my address at once.”

Questions:

Where did this story happen?

It was the man’s first visit to Paris, wasn’t it?

What did he do during the day?

Why is the story called ‘A Forgetful Tourist’?

Who could help the main character? In what way

TEA-LEAVES

Many years ago tea was unknown in European countries. Many people didn’t even know the word ‘tea’, though drinking tea was very popular in the East.


Once a young sailor came back from India. He was the only son of an old woman and every time he returned to Great Britain from a far-away country he brought his mother a gift. Of course, he tried to bring her something unusual, that she could show to her friends.


This time he brought her a box of tea. The old woman didn’t know anything about tea, but she liked the smell, and invited all her friends to come and try it. When the guests arrived, she invited them to the dining table. The old woman treated them to cakes and fruit and tea-leaves.


When the sailor entered the room and saw a big plate filled with the tea-leaves, he understood everything. He smiled when he saw his mother’s friends eating tea-leaves with butter and salt. They pretended they liked it, but it was clear they didn’t enjoy eating the leaves.


“Where is the tea, Mother?” the sailor asked. His mother pointed to the plate in the middle of the table. “No, this is only the leaves of the tea”, the sailor said. “Where is the water?”


“The water!” his mother said. “I threw the water away, of course.”

Questions:

Where did the story happen?

What gift (present) did the sailor bring to his mother from India?

Why did the woman invite the guests?

What did the sailor see when he entered the room?

The guests liked eating the tea-leaves, didn’t they?

A HUNGRY PASSENGER

A train stopped at a little station. A passenger looked out of the window of a train carriage and saw a woman selling cakes. The man had not had breakfast in the morning. He was hungry and wanted to buy a cake. The woman was standing rather far from the carriage. The man did not want to go and buy a cake himself because he was afraid to miss the train.

He saw a boy who was walking along the platform near the carriage. He called the boy and asked him: “How much does a cake cost?” “Three pence, sir,” answered the boy. The man gave him a sixpence and said: “Bring me a cake, and with the other three pence buy a cake for yourself.” The boy took the money and went to the woman. 

A few minutes later the boy returned. He was eating a cake. He gave the man three pence change and said: “The woman had only one cake, sir.”

Questions:
Was the passenger traveling by bus?

Why was he hungry?

What did he want to do when the train stopped?

Why did he ask the boy to buy a cake for him?

Did the boy help the passenger? Did the boy buy a cake?
THE DOCTOR’S ADVICE

Once an old man went to see a doctor. The doctor examined him carefully and told him that none of medicine would cure him if he didn’t follow his advice: to have a good rest, to go to bed early, to drink milk, to walk a lot and to smoke just one cigar a day. The gentleman thanked the doctor and promised to do everything the doctor recommended. 


A month later the gentleman came to see the doctor again. “How are you?” asked the doctor. “I feel quite well now. I had a good rest. I went to bed early, I drank a lot of milk. I walked a lot. Your advice certainly helped me. But you told me to smoke one cigar a day and that one cigar almost killed me at first. It’s not a joke to begin smoking at my age”.  

Questions:
Who went to see a doctor one day?

What was the doctor’s advice?

Did the gentleman follow the doctor’s advice?

When did the man come to the doctor for the second time?

What did he say? Did he feel well?

A GOOD CHOICE

A merry young man, who earned his living as a drummer in a band, had just married, and he and his wife were looking for some flat to live. They saw many flats, but there was always something that one of them didn’t like. At last, however they chose a house which they both really liked. But they couldn’t decide whether they should take one of the ground floor flats or one of the upstairs one.


At last they decided to take the upstairs one, and moved in. After they had bought furniture, selected carpets and all other things they gave a big party to celebrate their new life. It was a merry and noisy party, as all the young man’s friends from the band came and played their instruments. The guests danced, sang and practiced on the drums. 

After some time the telephone rang. The young man’s wife went into the hall to answer it. Then she came back with a happy smile on her face and said to her husband: “That was the man who has just moved into the flat that is under our flat. I am so glad we decided not to choose it. He says it is terribly noisy down there.”

Questions:

The main character was a musician, wasn’t he? 
What instrument did he play?

Was he single or married?

How did he decide to celebrate his new life? What was the party like?

Why was his wife so happy?

